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CHAPTER IE.

THE ALLEGED  LAW OP  SCIENTIFIC   PKOWl-J^.

ONE main argument in favour of Kdligioiw
Nihilism, or the doctrine that Theology i* a
wholly barren and impossible science, IB drawn
from M. Cointe's famous law of scientific
progress. Every science, it is affirmed, tends
to pass on to its full perfection by throe stngew,
the Theological, the Metaphysical, and llio
Positive. In the first stage, natural phenomena
are referred to deities, or supernatural powers ;
in the second to entities, or metaphysical
abstractions, such as cause, force, substance,
vital power. But, in the third and last stage;
Science outgrows the swaddling clothes of
metaphysics and theology, and confincB it-Holf
to the classification of phenomena, and to that
alone. It groups these together by a cautiotm
induction, and thus detects laws of their re-
currence, which may serve for tho guidance of
our daily life.

Such a law, when   made the   basis of a